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SUBJECT: UNIVERSITY CALIFORNIA HIMALAYAN MANUSCRIPT PROJECT 
REF: STATE 226941 

SUMMARY: OWING TO LACK OF ADVANCE GON CLEARANCE FOR PROJECT, 
BERKELEY GROUP RAN INTO SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES WITH GON. IT IS 
EXTREMELY UNLIKELY PROJECT CAN BE APPROVED IN PRESENT FORM. MORE 
RESTRICTIVE AGREEMENT MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE TO GON, BUT IS SOMETHING 
BERKELEY GROUP RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT. GROUP, HOWEVER, HAS MADE 
PARTIAL SURVEY, WHICH MEETS SOME OF SCHEDULED GOALS OF PROJECT. 
AFTER DISCUSSION WITH TEAM LEADERS, EMBASSY BELIEVES THERE IS 
NEITHER NEED FOR NOR INTEREST IN USG SPONSORSHIP AT THIS TIME. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. EMBASSY HAS FOLLOWED CLOSELY ACTIVITIES BERKELEY MANUSCRIPT 
GROUP SINCE CO-LEADER JOHANN STAAL ARRIVED IN LATE JULY TO NEGOTIATE 
PROJECT AGREEMENTS WITH TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY (TU) AND GON. 
AGREEMENT WITH TU WAS QUICKLY SIGNED BUT REST OF TEAM ARRIVED 

IN EARLY SEPTEMBER BEFORE GON HAD APPROVED PROJECT, THUS 
VIOLATING A WELL-ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLE THAT ADVANCE PERMISSION 
IS ESSENTIAL PREREQUISITE TO SCHEDULING OF ANY MAJOR SCHOLARLY 
PROJECT IN NEPAL. FOR NEXT TWO MONTHS TEAM SAT IN KATHMANDU AS 
AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH TU MADE ITS WAY PAINFULLY THROUGH THE 
EDUCATION MINISTRY WHOSE APPROVAL WAS REQUIRED BEFORE HOME 
MINISTRY COULD ISSUE PERMITS. BY MID-OCTOBER IT WAS CLEAR TEAM 
WAS UP AGAINST MORE THAN JUST ROUTINE BUREAUCRATIC DELAYS. 
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2. THE PROBLEM APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN TWOFOLD: A NUMBER OF THE 
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MONASTERIES THE GROUP WISHED TO VISIT ARE IN RESTRICTED AREAS 
THERE HAS BEEN SOME INDICATION THAT GON RELUCTANT TO HAVE SUCH 
LARGE GROUP, WHICH INCLUDED SEVERAL TIBETAN SPEAKERS AND ONE 
TIBETAN BUDDHIST LAMA, IN AREAS CLOSE TO THE CHINESE BORDER. 

THERE MAY ALSO BE THOSE IN GON WHO CONNECT THIS BERKELEY PROJECT 
WITH HIMALAYAN BORDER COUNTRIES PROJECT OF LATE 60’S WHICH HAD 
BERKELEY ORIGINS AND DOD CONNECTIONS AND WHICH RAN AFOUL OF INDIAN 
SENSITIVITIES IN ITS EFFORTS TO DO RESEARCH IN RESTRICTED AREAS. 

SECOND ELEMENT OF PROBLEM WAS STRONG OPPOSITION OF NEPALESE 
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY TO THE AGREEMENT SIGNED BETWEEN TU AND 
THE BERKELEY GROUP. SOME YEARS BACK DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY 
SIGNED A MUCH MORE RESTRICTIVE AGREEMENT WITH WEST GERMANS FOR 
FILMING MANUSCRIPTS IN THE DEPARTMENTS POSSESSION. WEST 
GERMAN AGREEMENT GAVE POSSESSION OF NEGATIVES AND FULL CONTROL OF 
USE OF COPIES TO DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY. IN THEORY PERMISSION 
TO USE MATERIAL PHOTOGRAPHED BY GERMANS COULD BE OBTAINED FROM 
DEPARTMENT BUT THE PRACTICAL RESULT HAS BEEN MANUSCRIPTS HAVE 
BEEN ALMOST AS INACCESSIBLE TO THE GERMANS AS THEY WERE BEFORE 
BEING PHOTOGRAPHED. BERKELEY GROUP UNWILLING TO ENTER INTO A 
SIMILAR AGREEMENT. 

3. WHEN IT BECAME CLEAR PERMISSION WAS NOT GOING TO BE GRANTED 
FOR ANYTHING SHORT OF WEST GERMAN-TYPE AGREEMENT, GROUP LARGELY 
DECAMPED TO DO SURVEY OF MANUSCRIPTS IN MONASTERIES IN NON- 
RESTRICTED AREAS AND DURING PAST FOUR WEEKS VISITED NEARLY FIFTY 
MONASTERIES. CO-LEADER LEWIS LANCASTER TOLD PAO THAT DESPITE 
INABILITY TO PHOTOGRAPH MANUSCRIPTS, EXERCISE HAD BEEN USEFUL 
AND HE HOPED CHANNELS HAD BEEN DEVELOPED WHICH WOULD ALLOW 
BERKELEY TO ACQUIRE CONTEMPORARY COPIES OF MANUSCRIPTS DIRECTLY 
FROM THE MONASTERIES. GROUP HAS NOW DISBANDED AND IS ON WAY BACK 
TO US. 

4. IN FINAL DISCUSSION WITH PAO, LANCASTER EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE 
BITTERNESS AT GON HANDLING OF MATTER AND WE SUSPECT MORE WILL BE 
HEARD OF THIS. WE UNDERSTAND BERKELEY CHANCELLOR DEEPLY INTERESTED 
IN PROJECT AND MAY MAKE SOME TYPE OF PROTEST TO NEPALESE EMBASSY 

IN WASHINGTON. LANCASTER ALSO SAID SENATOR CRANSTON OF CALIFORNIA 
HAD BEEN INVOLVED TO THE EXTENT OF MAKING PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION TO 
TEAM'S EXPENSES AND WOULD PROBABLY MAKE HIS OWN INQUIRIES. 
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COMMENT: EMBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE USG SPONSORSHIP WANTED BY 
BERKELEY GROUP AT THIS POINT. TEAM HAD INITIALLY ADOPTED LOW 
PROFILE, GO-IT-ALONE APPROACH IN SEEKING PERMISSION. LATER WHEN 
IT APPARENT ALL WAS NOT WELL, EMBASSY WAS REQUESTED TO, AND DID, 
ASSIST IN LOCATING SPECIFIC AREAS OF DIFFICULTY AND ATTEMPTED 
TO ASSIST IN FINDING COMPROMISE FORMULA . SINCE WEST GERMAN 
AGREEMENT IS GOVERNMENT TO GOVERNMENT, ADDITIONAL USG INVOLVEMENT 
WOULD PROBABLY STRENGTHEN ARGUMENT FOR BERKELEY AGREEMENT ON 
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SIMILAR LINES, A POINT FULLY RECOGNIZED BY TEAM LEADERS. 

BARRING MAJOR SHIFT IN GON POSITION, PROJECT IN PRESENT FORM IS 
UNLIKELY TO BE APPROVED. 

6. EMBASSY FULLY RECOGNIZES DURABILITY OF ENCOURAGING SCHOLARLY 
EFFORTS TO PROTECT AND RECORD NEPALI CULTURAL HERITAGE. WHEN 
SUITABLE PROJECT CAN BE DEVELOPED BY US OR OTHER FOREIGN GROUP 
WITH FULL GON APPROVAL, IT WILL MERIT SYMPATHETIC SUPPORT OF 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY INCLUDING USG. 

CARGO 
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